SOUTHIE

outh Boston’s distinction as the nation’s most Irish-American community goes back

to the 19th century, when Irish immigrants first settled here. They formed a cohesive

Irish-American neighborhood centered on family, faith and public service, a spirit

that has endured for more than two centuries.

Read about two South Boston traditions, the St. Patrick’s Day Breakfast on March 16

and Evacuation Day Memorial Exercises on March 17.

South Boston State Senator Nick Collins is

hosting the 2025 St. Patrick’s Day Breakfast
starting at 9 a.m. on Sunday, March 16

at the Tronworkers Local 7 Union Hall

in South Boston. The annual tradition,

or political roast, dates back to the eatly
20th century and is a cherished part of St.
Patrick’s Day festivities.

The breakfast is filled with live Irish
music, sing-alongs and good-humored
banter between elected officials, and
underscores the dual nature of the day,
celebrating both Irish culture and American
patriotism, a blending of two rich traditions.

Considered the political event of the year
for Massachusetts politicos, the annual roast
is televised and streamed live on local and
regional media platforms to bring access to
the large Irish American community across
the state. The breakfast precedes the South
Boston St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

A lifelong resident and Southie native,
Senator Collins has represented the First
Suffolk Senate District since 2018. Collins
and his wife, Dr. Olivia J. Liff, are the proud
parents of two daughters and encourage
everyone to stop by and be a part of this
wonderful tradition!

stpatricksdaybreakfastboston.com
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Evacuation Day is a sacred anniversary in
South Boston, commemorating March
17, 1776, when colonial troops forced

the British to evacuate Boston by aiming
cannons at their naval fleet in Boston
Harbor from atop Dorchester Heights.
Their brave actions ended the 11-month
Siege of Boston.

Today, the magnificent Dorchester
Heights Monument in South Boston,
unveiled on March 17, 1902, represents
the nation’s perpetual gratitude to those
Bostonians who resisted tyranny. Evacuation
Day ceremonies ensure their noble deeds
would never be forgotten.

Each March, the South Boston Citizens’
Association SBCA organizes community
activities throughout the month, from sports
events and senior citizen salutes to essay and
poster contests in schools. City Councilor
Ed Flynn is Chairman of SBCA’s 2025
Evacuation Day activities.

Due to the $30 million restoration work
on the Dorchester Heights Monument
by the National Park Service, the 2025
Historical Exercises take place at South
Boston Boys & Girls Club at 230 West
Sixth Street. A memorial mass prior to
the ceremony takes place at nearby St.
Augustine Chapel.

The Dorchester Heights Monument
rehabilitation will be complete by March
17, 2026, Evacuation Day, in time for
America 250, when the nation celebrates its

250¢h birthday.
nps.gov/bost

PUBLIC LANDMARKS IN
SOUTH BOSTON

These 12 South Boston landmarks,
all with Irish connections, are being
added to Boston’s Irish Heritage Trail
in 2025

John J. Moakley Federal Courthouse
1 Court House Way, Northern Avenue

Raymond L. Flynn Cruiseport +
Marine Industrial Park
1 Black Falcon Avenue

Thomas J. Butler Memorial Park
917-965 E. 1st Street

Castle Island / Independence Park
2010 William J. Day Boulevard

John E. Powers Marker
William J. Day Boulevard

Michael Joyce Memorial Playground
Marine Park
William J. Day Boulevard

Dorchester Heights Memorial
Thomas Park, G Street

General Henry Knox Trail Marker
Thomas Park, G Street

St. Augustine Chapel + Cemetery
181 Dorchester Street

St. Brigid Stained Glass Window +
Statue

St. Brigid Church

845 E. Broadway

James Brendan Connolly Statue
Joe Moakley Park
1005 Columbia Road

Dorothy Curran Playground
Joe Moakley Park
1005 Columbia Road

irishheritagetrail.com
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