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IRISH TRAIL

Here in New England, the Irish and Scots-Irish played pivotal roles during the
Revolutionary War and American Revolution. They stood out as fierce warriors on
battlefields and high seas, but also contributed in legal, political and artistic realms where
their talent and devotion came to the fore.

As part of America 250 celebrations, we've created the Revolutionary Irish Trail to
pay tribute to these contributions and to share with our readers local landmarks and
institutions that help tell their illustrious story.

You’ll find iconic sites such as Bunker Hill, Charlestown Navy Yard, Castle Island
and Dorchester Heights. You'll see statues and plaques to key Irish-American figures
including John Barry, Jeremiah O’Brien, Henry Knox and John Singleton Copley, and
historical burying grounds where Patrick Carr, James Sullivan and others are laid to rest.
Boston museums and libraries on the trail let you explore historical collections, art and
artifacts and research resources. And lastly, a sidebar of plaques illuminate historical
figures or episodes.

Like so many immigrants to America, the Irish and Scots-Irish left Ireland for the
New World to escape cruel governance, religious discrimination, economic hardship and
famine. Many of them arrived here as indentured servants, often facing harsh treatment
from their masters, while others were farmers, tradesmen, clergy and schoolteachers.

Ulster Presbyterians, also known as Scots-Irish, arrived as entire parishes starting in
1718, and quickly built new settlements in Boston, Worcester, New Hampshire and
Maine. Irish Catholics had to be more circumspect upon arrival, since Catholics were
persecuted in much of New England leading up to the American Revolution.

When the rebellion broke out, Irish of all backgrounds quickly joined ranks with like-
minded colonists — founding fathers, women, servants, blacks and indigenous natives — in
fighting for freedom, liberty and independence.

Other Boston Irish chose to stay loyal to the British Crown, including portrait painter
John Singleton Copley and his half-brother Henry Pelham, but they had an increasingly
difficult time as the Revolution ramped up and decided to evacuate Boston for safer climes.

And finally, Boston had a whole contingent of Irish-born soldiers who found themselves
here as part of the British Army. They camped out on Boston Common, Faneuil Hall and
eventually Castle Island. It was Irish soldiers in the British 29th Regiment of Foot who fired
into the crowd at the Boston Massacre on March 5, 1770, fueling the fires of rebellion.

In the months ahead, we're expanding the Revolutionary Irish Trail to add other
Irish-relevant landmarks in Concord, Lexington and Newburyport, as well as
New Hampshire and Maine.

Please follow us on irishboston.orglrevirishtrail
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Knox Trail Markers
Greater Boston

BU BRIDGE

There are 57 Knox Trail
markers from New York to
Massachusetts charting the
path Henry Knox took to

transport 59 cannons over 300
miles in 1776. Local markers
include Dorchester Heights,

Roxbury Heritage State

Park, Cambridge Common,
Woatertown and Waltham.

evolutionary IRISH TRAIL

1. Old State House 7. Copley Square Park 13. Charlestown Navy Yard

2. Massachusetts State House 8. Boston Public Library 14. Fort Independence

3. Granary Burying Ground 9. Museum of Fine Arts 15. Dorchester Heights Monument

4. Boston Common 10. Massachusetts Historical Society 16. John F. Kennedy Presidential Library
5. American Ancestors 11. Cambridge Common

6. Commonwealth Avenue Mall 12. Bunker Hill Monument & Museum
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Plaques on the Rev Irish Trail

These markers denote other points of historical

significance that might interest you on the trail.

A. Home of John S. Copley, 1774, Beacon Hill
B. First Catholic Mass Held, 1788, School Street
C. Church of Presbyterian Strangers, 1729, Federal Street

D. Henry Knox Birthplace, 1750, A#lantic Avenue
& Essex Street

E. Boston Tea Party, 1773, Atlantic Avenue
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EVOLUTIONARY IRISH TRAIL LANDMARKS

DOWNTOWN BOSTON

1. Old State House
206 Washington Street

A granite and bronze medallion marks
the spot of the Boston Massacre along the
Freedom Trail. Irishman Patrick Carr was
among the five Bostonians fatally shot

on March 5, 1770 by Irish soldiers in the
29th Regiment.

2. Massachusetts State House
24 Beacon Street

Jeremiah O’Brien’s plaque near Hall of
Flags honors the hero of America’s first
naval battle at Machias, Maine. A portrait
of Governor James Sullivan hangs in the
3rd floor corridor. A plaque inside the

State House Library depicts the Declaration
of Independence, which was signed by
eight Irishmen.

3. Granary Burying Ground
95 Tremont Street

Buried here are Irishmen Patrick Carr,
killed in the Boston Massacre, Governor
James Sullivan and his family and
William Hall, founder and president of
Charitable Irish Society, the nation’s oldest
Irish organization.

4. Boston Common
Tremont and Boylston Streets

Sites of interest along Tremont Street include
Commodore John Barry plaque and Boston
Massacre Monument. The Central Burying
Ground has gravesites of early Irish settlers
and Irish soldiers killed at Bunker Hill.

Irish regiments pitched tents on the
Common in 1768.

5. American Ancestors

97 Newbury Street, Back Bay

This national center for family history,
heritage and culture has important
collections of the New England Irish,
especially the Scots-Irish migration in the
18th century to Worcester, New Hampshire
and Maine, and records from Boston’s
Catholic Archdiocese.

6. Commonwealth Avenue Mall
Between Berkeley & Clarendon Streets,
Back Bay

The bronze statue of General John Glover,
who led the famous Marblehead Regiment,
was created in 1875 by Irish sculptor

Martin Milmore of Co. Sligo. Milmore was
selected to create the monument by Glover’s
grandson, Jonas Glover.

7. Copley Square Park
Boylston and Dartmouth Streets, Back Bay

The son of Irish immigrants, John Singleton
Copley was America’s first great portrait
artist. A loyalist by persuasion, Copley
painted both American and British leaders.
Copley Square was named in his honor in
1888, and a statue placed there in 2002.

8. Boston Public Library
Boylston & Dartmouth Streets, Back Bay

Henry Pelham, John S. Copley’s
half-brother, was a talented illustrator
and mapmaker. A rare copy of his map,
“A Plan of Boston in New England and
Its Environs,” is in special collections,
along with a coroner’s report on Patrick

Carr’s death.

9. Museum of Fine Arts
465 Huntington Avenue

The museum has the world’s largest
collection of paintings by John Singleton
Copley, including portraits of John
Hancock, Paul Revere, Samuel Adams
and Joseph Warren, plus Copley’s famous
portrait of his half-brother Henry Pelham,
titled A Boy with a Flying Squirrel.

10. Massachusetts Historical Society
1154 Boylston Street, Back Bay

Holdings include the Charitable Irish
Society’s papers from 1738-2008, Henry
Pelham’s 1770 engraving of the Boston
Massacre and correspondence by Henry
Knox, John and James Sullivan, John S.
Copley, Patrick Tracy and others.

CAMBRIDGE

11. Cambridge Common
Massachusetts Avenue near Harvard Square

On the Common: a plaque where General
George Washington seemingly took
command of the Continental Army in

July, 1775, three Castle William cannons
abandoned by the British, and a Knox Trail
marker where the Fort Ticonderoga cannons
were delivered.

NEIGHBORHOODS

12. Bunker Hill Monument & Museum
43 Monument Road, Charlestown

General John Stark and Major Andrew
McClary led hundreds of New Hampshire
Scots-Irish into battle at Bunker Hill. Boston’s
Henry Knox volunteered as a military
observer with keen engineering insights.

13. Charlestown Navy Yard
88 Constitution Road, Charlestown

During the American Revolution, the Navy
Yard was the site of the Charlestown battery,
a key landing spot for British forces during
the Battle of Bunker Hill. A bronze plaque
of Commodore John Barry is being planned
for the Charlestown Navy Yard.

14. Fort Independence (Castle William)
Castle Island, South Boston

The Irish regiment involved in the Boston
Massacre was sent to Castle William in
1770, where they remained until the Siege
of Boston ended in 1776. It was rebuilt

and named Fort Adams, and in 1799, U.S.
President John Adams changed the name to
Fort Independence.

15. Dorchester Heights Monument
Thomas Park, South Boston

Henry Knox delivered the cannons, and
Irishman James Boies helped set up the
fortification on Dorchester Heights in
March 1776. George Washington appointed
General John Sullivan as Officer of the

Day. The Continental Army’s countersign
password on March 17, 1776 was St. Patrick.

16. John F. Kennedy Presidential Library
Columbia Point, Dorchester

President John F. Kennedy’s favorite naval
hero was Commodore John Barry, the Father
of the US Navy and a native of Co. Wexford,
Kennedy’s ancestral home. The JFK Library

has Barry’s cutlass and a fragment of the ship
flag he flew.
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